Ward had many influences on his views on slavery and the British Empire. Therefore, this essay will not just focus on the period when Ward was in Upper Canada.
the Americas under British rule. 10 One section said that any slaves still kept as a prize of war or who the British colonizer failed to "protect, and provide for…" would be freed from that status and sent to the King where they would be "enlisted or entered as aforesaid into any of His Majesty's Land or Sea Forces as a Soldier, Seaman, or Marine, shall be considered, treated, and dealt with in all Respects as if he had voluntarily so enlisted or entered himself." 11 Many Africans were sent to these positions probably because they did not require skills such as literacy in order to perform effectively. This source matters in the topic of anti-slavery efforts and their impact on people, like Ward, living in the colonies because it shows the metropole influence on these ideas. This idea of moral colonialism was not divorced from the influence of the Metropole.
In Ward's autobiography, he argued that the American colonies were the worst, writing that "in other slaveholding countries--Dutch Guiana, Brazil, Cuba, &c.--free Negroes are not treated thus, irrespective of character or condition. It is quite true that, as a rule, American slaveholders are the worst and the most cruel…" 12 He also stated that "the very lowest of all the early settlers of America were the Dutch… Also, the best friends the Negro has in America are persons generally of the superior classes, and of the best origin. These are facts." 13 This part of his autobiography is important because it demonstrates Ward's awareness of other colonies due to the way he compares the conditions of black slaves in each of those respective colonies. This is just one example of the transnational environment British North America existed in. The people who Ward believed treated black slaves the best to be of the "best origin" were most likely of British origin. Seeing how aware people were of what was happening in other colonies invites a comparative analysis when attempting to study this period. Eschewing this approach ignores the web of influence on the views of black abolitionists, like Ward, which would lead them to develop favorability towards the British Empire.
In an article written for the newspaper The Modern Negro, Ward wrote that "in Canada, and other portions of British North America, the prejudice is confined to the lowest, dirtiest, most contemptable…" 14 Shortly before this was written, Britain began banning slavery in Canadian colonies, as well as those in Cape Town, and Sydney, Australia. 15 In fact, as evidenced by the newspaper "The Colonial Gazette", the governments began appointing "protectors", whose goal it was to save aboriginal people from slavery and other forms of exploitation. 16 The effectiveness of these measures was controversial, but it is possible that such practices might have influenced Ward to favor British colonialism.
The preface to his autobiography also shows evidence of a strong affection for Britain, since he was excited for the opportunity to show that his "oppressed kindred may yet show themselves not unworthy of their cause being advocated by the noblest of all lands…" 17 When he finished the preface, he ended it like most of his other writings: "Your most obedient and grateful servant, Samuel Ringgold Ward." 18 In the article referenced earlier in "The Modern Negro", Ward hoped to be able to "compare the negro with the boasted and boastful Anglo Saxon." 19 The first quote provides evidence of his strong preference for Britain, describing it as being the noblest, and by labeling himself as an obedient servant, he established a hierarchy between himself and the nobility in Britain, furthered in the article where he hoped for a world where he could compare blacks to Anglo Saxons. This view that black populations could one day be comparable to the white, British populations was a well spread idea, which can be seen in The Colonial Gazette. One article about the conditions of the sugar colonies in the West Indies stated that "I seek common justice for Indians and colonist: the one to benefit by high wages, fitting and respectful clothing, and protection in ill health; the other, the colonists who has the ability and the 53 After he was outside, a group of spectators attacked the police officers escorting him out, prompting a fight. A couple days later, Baptist preacher Paul Bogel led a group of protestors to Morant Bay where they met with militia and threw rocks at the militia, to which the militia opened fire. 54 The government began searching for Bogle and others connected to the incident to bring them back to trial in Morant Bay, resulting in the deaths of countless black Jamaican people without any trial.
Ward wrote about this rebellion. However, his opinion seemed out of character for a former anti-slavery activist, because he did not support the actions of Paul Bogle and others who assisted him. In fact, he found himself on the side of the government of Jamaica, accusing the rebels of "carrying out their hellish designs east, west, and North of Morant Bay …" and that they were spreading "destruction with a united purpose…as extensive as an English or a Canadian county…" 55 Again, there is the comparative approach Ward uses in his writing, comparing what happened in Jamaica to that of a county in England or Canada.
Upon reading this article, it is revealed that Ward believed the rebels to be an immoral bunch of people, describing them as "hellish", and the military with its "iron hand" is given a very masculine description in its preventing of these actions. In Ward's view, "civilized society had been uprooted" because of the actions committed by the protestors, and in his view the government's actions were based on "justice, protection and restoration, and not vengeance…I think what was done will bear most favorable comparison …" 56 What is significant about this justification for the government's actions are the motives Ward attributed to them: justice, restoration, protection, and other terms that suggest an interest in the collective. Ward thought these people were not interested in the collective. In fact, he described them as "savage foes" and even Paul Bogle as a "semi-savage negro." 57 It is worth noting how Ward created hierarchies between himself and these "savage negroes" who engaged in what he believed to be brutal methods and were not interested in "civilization", which for him would have been founded on British principles. 53 Ibid.,295. 54 Ibid. 55 Samuel Ringgold Ward, "Reflections upon the Gordon Rebellion,"para 7. 56 Ibid., para 17. 57 Ibid.,para 20.
He also believed that anyone who participated was "according to law in all civilized countries, liable to be punished for his share…I see, therefore, no sense, and less law, in the fault found with the repressive measures…" 58 Ward also believed that the rebellion would reflect poorly on black populations, writing that "the whole mass of negroes are too commonly classed and generalized, with any portion who do wrong." 59 In this period, black populations were looked down upon despite anti-slavery efforts as suggested by his writings that "the superior classes are dependent on the negro class…" 60 it was clear to Ward that there was still progress to be made. It is also worth noting how he dismissed the rebellion as being led by a mulatto and that the "negroes were led into it as subordinates and made cat's paws…" 61 He also wrote that if people stopped following "bad mulatto leadership, to disloyalty, to the gallows, and to perdition, our beloved country will remain quiet, and loyal…" 62 first-hand account of those influences especially on the topic of slavery. Therefore, the time period invites a comparative approach when doing an analysis on these subjects. Ward's writings, especially his autobiography, incorporated a comparative approach, drawing parallels to the colonies in the Caribbean, the Cape Colonies, and others. It also shows 58 Ibid., para 21. 59 Ibid., 60 Ibid., 61 Ibid., 62 Ibid.,
